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LESSON NOTE ON LITERATURE-IN-ENGLISH WEEK 4
SUBJECT: 	Literature-in-English
TOPIC: 	Genres of Literature: Poetry
CLASS:		SS1
WEEK: 		4
POETRY
Poetry is a genre of literature that is based on the interplay of words and rhythm. It is a type of literature that conveys thoughts and feelings, describes a scene or tells a story in a concentrated lyrical arrangement of words. Poetry is written in lines (verses) and stanzas and the person who writes poem is called a poet.
Types of Poetry
There are three main kinds of poetry: lyric, narrative and descriptive. Other types of poetry fall under these three. Narrative poem tells a story, descriptive lets the character tell the story while lyric uses rhymes, meters and other literary devices.
1. Lyric: This poem originated from ancient Greece. It is a personal and intense poem expressing deep feelings from the poet. The lyric expresses the poet’s emotions and thoughts on any issue of interest.
2. Ode: This is a poem that addresses a person or entity. Ode is a poem of celebration or exaltation of a person or an entity.
3.  Ballad: This is a poem that narrates a story in short stanzas.
4. Sonnet: This is a fourteen-lined poem, written in iambic pentameter (five stressed and five unstressed syllables). It originated in Italy. Shakespeare, is credited with about 154 sonnets to his name. The 14 lines of the Petrarchan sonnet are divided into two parts, namely the Octave or Octet, which consists of 8 lines and the sestet, which comprises of 6 lines. The rhyme scheme for the first eight lines of the Petrarchan sonnet is very constant and it abbaabba. However, there are many variations with regards to the scheme of the sestet and it could be cdccdc or cdcdcd or edecde.
5. Epic: this poem is centred on a hero with great achievements.
6. Haiku: this is a type of Japanese poem that consists of three lines, with five syllables in the first line, seven in the second, and five in the third.
7. Limerick: is a funny poem of five lines which has the rhyme scheme aabba.
8. Lullaby: this type of poem is sung to children with a view of luring them to sleep or into a more relaxed mood.
9. Panegyric: the purpose of this poem is to praise. This praise could be to a person or thing.
10. Blank verse: this is a poem that does not have a consistent meter.
11. Free verse: this refers to a poem that is free from both meter and rhyme.
12. Dirge/elegy/threnody: this poem is used to express grief and extreme sadness on the occasion of a person’s death.
13. Couplet: this refers to two successive rhyming lines in a poem. 
14. Triplet/Tercet: this is a group of three successive lines in poetry, rhyming with one another.
15. Quatrain: this is a group of four successive lines in poetry. Often, the four lines may consist of alternating rhyme. The most prominent of the rhyme schemes of quatrain are: aabb, abba and aaaa.
16. Quintain/quintet: this is a poem that contains five lines.
17.  Sestet is a six-line stanza of poetry.
18. Septet is a seven-line stanza of poetry.
Features of Poetry
a) Canto: it is the structural division of a poem longer than a stanza. In very long poems, a canto may consist of many stanzas.
b) Stanza: it is the poetic equivalent of the paragraph in prose. It is collection of verses.
c) Verse: this is a line of poetry. It is the poetic equivalent of a sentence in a prose.
d) Enjambment: this feature of poetry is also known as ‘run-on-line’. It refers to the spilling of an idea from one line of poetry to the next or subsequent lines.  In this case, the trail of thought does not get exhausted in one line.
e)  Imagery: this is the mental pictures that are created in the reader’s mind while reading a piece of poem. There are different types of imagery depending on the sensory organ being appealed to, using words. Visual imagery is targeted at sight, auditory imagery is targeted at hearing, gustatory imagery is targeted at taste while olfactory imagery is targeted at smell, etc.
f)  Mood: this is how a poem makes the reader feel. The mood of a poem can be meditative, melancholic, reflective, convivial, or joyful. 
g)  Rhyme: this refers to the sameness of sounds between words in poetry. Rhyme adds musicality and rhythm to a poem. The music genre ‘RAP’ is an acronym for rhymes and poetry. There are different kinds of rhyme; end rhyme, alternate rhyme, half rhyme, eye rhyme, etc.
h)  Rhyme scheme: this is the sequence in which a rhyme occurs at the end of each line of a poem. In stating the rhyme scheme of a poem, lower case letters are placed in front of each line with the rhyming words sharing the same letter. 
Example:   
Had we but world enough and time,  a
This coyness, lady, was no crime.	a
We would sit down, and think which way b
To walk, and pass our long love’s day.	 b
i) Refrain: is a word, phrase or any expression that occurs at regular intervals in a poem. It often appears after a group of lines. It is used to create rhythm, musicality and emphasis in the poem.
j)  Theme: themes are the lessons derived from the poem. The themes in poem buttress the subject matter.
k)  Tone: this is the underlying attitude permeating the voice of the poetic persona towards the subject matter in the poem. The tone could be anger, jealousy, ironic, funny and so on. The tone has a relationship with the mood because it dictates the mood.
l) Figures of speech: this refers to the creative way of describing or explaining things through the use of words.
More on Rhyme
Rhyme is when one of two or more words ends in the same sound. Example ‘awake’ is a rhyme for ‘lake’. Rhyme is mainly a function of sound rather than spelling.
Writers especially poets use rhymes as a way to create sound patterns in order to emphasize certain words and their relationship with other words in an artistic manner.
Types of Rhyme
In poetry, there are many types of rhymes:
a) Perfect rhyme: this rhyme features two words that share the exact assonance and number of syllables and is known as true rhyme. E.g. skylight /ᶦskailait/ __ twilight (ᶦtwailait/
b) Slant rhyme: this rhyme features words with similar but not exact assonance and/or a number of syllables. It is also known as half rhyme or imperfect rhyme E.g.  grieve /gri:v/ __ believe /bәᶦli:v/ 
c) Eye rhyme: These types of rhyme feature two words that appear similar when read but do not actually rhyme when spoken or pronounced. E.g. mood /mu:d/__ hood /hud/, more /mↄ:/ __ dove /dᴧv/.
d) Masculine rhyme: this type takes place on the final stressed syllable of the words. E.g. compare  /kәmᶦpeә/ __ repair /riᶦpeә/is 
e) Feminine rhyme: this type is also called double rhyme, it occurs at the last two syllables of each words E.g. lazy /ᶦleizi/ __ crazy /ᶦkreizi/.
f) End rhyme: this type of rhyme occurs at the final words of two consecutive lines of poetry or non-consecutive lines following a rhyme scheme. E.g. 
tiger tiger burning bright
In the forest of the night

Rhyme scheme
Rhyme scheme is the pattern of rhyme scheme that comes at the end of each verse or line in poetry. Rhyme schemes are describes using letters of the alphabet, such that all the lines in a poem that rhyme with each other are assigned a letter beginning with “A”. For instance, a four-line poem in which the first lines rhymes with the third line, and the second line rhymes with the fourth line has the rhyme scheme ABAB, abs in the poem.
‘Roses are red, …….A
Violets are blue……B
Shakespeare is dead?.... A
I had no clue’……. B

Types of Rhyme Scheme
a) Alternate rhyme scheme: it is known as ABAB rhyme scheme. It rhymes as ‘ABAB, CDCD, EFEF, GHGH’.
b) Ballade rhyme scheme: it contains three stanzas with the rhyme scheme of ‘ABABBCBC’ followed by ‘BCBC’.
c) Mono rhyme scheme: it is a poem that uses just one rhyme throughout the entire poem. Or  every line uses the same rhyme scheme, as in AAAA.
d) Couplet: it contains two-line stanzas with the ‘AA’ rhyme scheme which often appears as ‘AA, BB, CC and DD.
e) Enclosed rhyme scheme:  this type uses a rhyme scheme of ‘ABBA’.
f) Terza rima rhyme scheme: it uses three-line stanzas. It is interlocking pattern on end words, it follows: ‘ABA, BCB, DCD DED’.
g) And so on.
IRONY
Irony is a figure of speech that expresses something other than its literal (not figurative) meaning or intention. It is a statement that when taken in context means something opposite of what is said or written.
Irony is also the use of words to convey a meaning that is opposite of what is actually said or written.
E.g. when a speaker mocks a person because of his/her poor dentition. “I wish I had your type of teeth.”
Types of Irony
I. Verbal irony
II. Situational irony 
III. Dramatic irony

I. Verbal irony: this is the use of words to present a meaning that is different from what the speaker says. 
E.g. (a) After looking at a student’s poor test score, the teachers says, “you will surely finish this year with the highest scores.”
(b) A man tastes his wife’s delicious home-cooked meal and exclaims, “I shall never eat this food ever again.”
II. Dramatic irony: this happens when the audience or reader is aware of a something which the character of a movie or story does not know. Sometimes, such character acts or moves in a way that is different from what the audience or reader expects him or her to do.
This type of irony creates intense feelings such as humour or suspense.

Assignment
1. The first eight lines of a sonnet is called ____________________.
2. A poem that expresses grief or mourns the death of a person is_____________________.
3. A poem written in praise of someone or something is ______________________.
4. The central idea of a story or poem is the _______________.
5. A poem of four lines is called a _______________.
