LESSON NOTE ON ENGLISH LANGUAGE WEEK 1
SUBJECT: 	English Language
TOPIC: 	Revision of the vowel sounds
CLASS:		JSS2
WEEK: 		1
DATE: 		12th September, 2025.
Objectives
By the end of this lesson, the students should be able to:
1. Define vowels
2. Give examples of short and long vowels
3. Give examples of diphthongs.
4. Pronounce all the vowels correctly.

Introduction 
The English alphabet is made up of twenty-six (26) letters. These letters are divided into vowels and consonants. There are five (5) vowel letters (a, e, i, o, u) and these letters are used to realize twenty (20) vowel sounds.
The 26 letters in the English Language are used for spelling while speech sounds are used for pronunciation.

Speech Sounds
There are forty-four (44) speech sounds in the English Language. These sounds have to do with what we hear or what we pronounce, also, we use the 26 letters to represent the words we hear or pronounce. The speech sounds are grouped into two:
(1) 20 vowels
(2) 24 consonants

Meaning of vowel sounds
The English vowels sounds are speech sounds produced by shaping the mouth so as to allow free passage of air through the mouth from the lungs without any obstruction.
Classification of vowel sounds
There are twenty-five (20) vowel sounds in the English sound system. They are grouped into two:
a) Twelve (12) monophthongs or pure vowels
b) Eight (8) diphthongs
Monophthongs or pure vowels
The monophthongs or pure vowel are speech sounds that use single phonetic symbol to represent an oral sound and has only one sound. They are made up of short and long vowels.

Phonetic symbols used to represent the vowel sounds:
/I /       - city, kiss, village, gist
/e/       - lead, shed, leopard, lend
/æ/       - man, ban, fat, plant
/ɒ/or/ɔ/ - bottle, watch, lock, 
/ʊ/ 	- bush, shook, put, 
/ᴧ / 	- tough, done, flood, 
/ǝ/ 	- suitor, protect, flavour, 
/i:/        - meet, meal, people, 
/3:/       - skirt, her, world, 
/a:/      - palm, aunt, earth, 
/ʊ: / 	 - flu, flew, use, 
/ɔ:/        - crawl, , short, horse

Diphthong
A diphthong is realised when a vowel sound production starts or glides at one point and ends at another and they are usually represented using two vowel sounds.
Phonetic symbols used to represent diphthongs:
/eɪ/          - play, weight, , plain
/aɪ/         - I,  fry, night
 /ɔɪ/         - coil, boy, ploy
/aʊ/        - how, mouth, fowl
/ǝʊ/       - boat, flow, mold, stole
/ɪǝ/        - ear, here, fear
/eǝ/      - heir, hair, air, chair
[bookmark: _GoBack] /ʊǝ/     - tour, sewer, pure

Homework
Read the passage on page 3 and 4 of your New Concept English Textbook and answer the comprehension questions on page 5.
