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By the end of the lesson, the learners should be able to:
1. Define prose
2. List types of prose
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain elements of prose		
Introduction
The word ‘Literature’ as a subject of study is a creative or imaginative work of art produced by a poet, dramatist or novelist. It is grouped under three main genres: prose, poetry and drama. Each of these has certain features that make it distinct from others.
Below are features of each genre of literature and some concepts used in literary appreciation:
DEFINITION
The term ‘prose’ is derived from the Latin word ‘porsus’, which means ‘straight on’, continuous or ‘forward’. It is a piece of writing which goes straight on and continues to the very end. Prose as a genre of literature is distinguished by the use of a greater amount of words and sentence structure, it written in paragraphs and chapters. Prose is made up of fictive and non-fictive works. The person who writes prose is called a novelist or an author.
Types of non-fictive prose
1. The Biography
This refers to the presentation of the life history of a person relating to the person’s experience. Examples: Chinua Achebe: A Biography (1991), written by Ezenwa-Obaeto.
2. The Autobiography
This is the story of someone’s life by the person who lived it. It is written while the subject is still alive so it is not possible to cover all the person’s life experience. Examples: Goodluck Jonathan’s My Transition Hours.
3. The Memoir
This refers to the collections of important people who have been part of a major event or have observed it more or less as participants. Examples: Olusegun Obasanjo’s My Command (1980), a personal recollection of his war-time activities as a garrison commander.
4. The Letter
This refers to correspondences between persons of note and or a person and institutions.
5. The Essay
The essay is a short prose composition which makes it possible for a writer (called the essayist) to express himself/herself on a singular subject or issue.
6. The Journal
This refers to occasional publication on current research findings, or news in a particular area of study. This is usually done by university departments and faculties and these various research efforts are published.
Types of fictive prose
1. The short story
This is a small world of novel. A short story has few characters whose actions centred are around a single event and would still be complete.
2. Novella
The novella is longer than a short story, but shorter than a novel.
3. Novel
This is along fictive work with imaginary characters in which events are presented in a continuous piece of writing as if they actually took place. Examples: Americana by Chimamanda  Adichie.
4. Fable
This is a narrative which possesses two attributes of straight and surface meaning (denotative), deeper and metaphorical meaning (connotative). It points out a moral truth in a civilised, inoffensive manner. Characters in fables are usually animals which are meant to talk and act like human beings. Example George Orwell’s Animal Farm.
5. Parable
A parable is used to depict a moral truth or lesson. The Christian Bible has many examples of parables.
6. Bildungsroman
It is a novel that dwells on growth, experience and development from childhood to maturity or from innocence to experience of the major character. Example: Chimamanda Adiche’s Purple Hibiscus.
7. Gothic Novel. 
This is a novel dominated by elements of terror, horror and the supernatural, which endangers fear in all age. The horror film is a good example of the electronic form.
Elements of Prose
(a) Theme: this is the central idea or ideas explored in the story. The theme of a story is the ‘why’ of the story. It is also the subject matter or presents itself as a message within the larger story.
(b) Plot: This refers to the way in which the events narrated in the work are arranged. The rendering of events in a story from beginning to end. There are two types of plot, they are:
(i) Linear/Chronological/Organic Plot: In a narration with a linear plot structure, the story commences from the beginning and there is a gradual movement in chronological order to the end of the story being narrated. Thus, every linear plot must have a beginning, middle and an end, which gives it form. At the beginning, the reader gets to know some of the principal characters and the problem(s) which need to be resolved. In the middle, the storyline becomes both interesting and complicated; an attempt is made to sustain the interest of the reader. The ending may not satisfy the reader; however, it would be such that would make the reader ruminate about life in its different facets.
(ii)  Inorganic or Episodic Plot: In this type of novel, the narration does not follow a chronological order, it may begin from the end or the middle of the story, then through the technique of flashback, the other parts of the story are then recounted.
Plot Organization
· Exposition: this is the introductory stage when the major characters and events are presented to the reader. The reader is acquainted with specific characteristics and information, such as, names and character peculiarities.
· Complication: this is the stage where events and occurrences become more complex. New characters and incidents are introduced, which help in making the storyline more interesting.
· Climax: this is the stage when the major crisis or problems in the work occur. It is also the most exciting point.
· Anti-climax: at this point, there is lessening of the heightened action. It is regarded as a point of falling action.
· Resolution: at this stage, the different issues raised in the course of the narration are resolved. It is also called denouement or unknotting.
Tools for Plot Development
There are tools used by the writer to develop the plot of a story, these tools include:
· Suspense: this entails deliberate withholding of information which is germane(relevant) by the writer in an attempt to heighten or sustain the interest of the reader thereby making the story more complex and interesting.
· Foreshadowing or Prefiguration: this is when the writer presents certain events which predict other events that would occur as the story develops. Prefiguration in a work of art might be through a character having a premonition of an even that would happen later.
· Digression: in developing the plot of a work of art, the writer might digress (move away) from the main storyline by creating a story within story, which is known as digression. In such instance, the flashback technique, through which the characters bring to the present events from the past, becomes very effective.
(c) Character: is any person, animal, or figure represented in a literary work. The characters act out the events recounted by the author, their actions, inactions and interactions help in facilitating the development of the storyline. 
Types of Characters
(i) Hero/Heroine/Protagonist: the protagonist of the story is the central or main character. He is the person around whom the storyline revolves. His or her interactions with other characters help the reader to have an understanding of what the story entails.
(ii) Anti-hero/Anti-heroine/Antagonist: the antagonist opposes the protagonist, most of the time; he or she embodies evil qualities to undermine the main character.
(iii) Flat Character: this character is unreceptive to radical personality change and it is easy for the reader to predict his or her action.
(iv) Round Character: this character is also called the dynamic character, possesses the quality of unpredictability or has the ability to change from evil to good and vice-versa.
(d) Characterisation: this is the act of changing voice, body language, movement, gesture etc. when in role. This also has to do with the reader’s understanding of the personality of each character as gleaned from character’s physical description and actions.
(e) Point of View: this refers to the perspective from which the story is being narrated to the reader. There are two methods of doing this, they include:
First Person Narrative Technique: this technique is used when the story is narrated through one of the characters and he goes by the designation ‘I’. The voice of the author disappears.
Third Person Objective Point of View: in this narrative technique, the narrator exists outside the events of the story and relates the actions of the characters by referring to their names or by the third person pronouns: he, she or they.  The third person narration can be further classified into several types:
Omniscient point of view: the omniscient narrator knows everything about the story and its characters.
Third person limited omniscient: this point of view is when an author sticks closely to one character but remains in third person.
Third person objective: this person is a neutral narrator that is not privy to characters’ thoughts or feelings.
(f) Setting: this is the physical or social environment within which a character in a work of prose operates. The physical setting or environment of the story encompasses the town, neighbourhood or geographical location within which the story is situated. Also, social setting revolves around the language, culture and the social conditions within which the characters operate and how they interact with one another.
(g) Diction: this encompasses the words, phrases and sentences that are strung together to make it cohesive and understandable. The writer can also use diction to establish differences between characters, to highlight their social or economic status, their level of literacy, as well as, their personality.
Weekly Assignment
1. ____________________ is the stage when the major crisis in the play occurs.
2. A __________________ is used to depict a moral lesson.
3. Mention the steps used to organize a plot.
4. Who is a round character?
5.  What is plot?
6. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Mention three tools for plot development


